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Embargoed until 3pm

5 March 2008

NEW ZEALANDERS’ VIEWS ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND EMISSIONS TRADING

This survey of 3377 respondents was conducted between February 26 and March 3 2008 by ShapeNZ, using its national online research panel, weighted to reflect a representative population sample compared with the 2006 census.

Results are weighted by age, gender, personal income, employment status and party vote 2005. The maximum margin of error at a 95% confidence level is +/- 1.7%

Survey period: 2.15pm 26 February – 8.30am March 3 2008.

This research is the property of the New Zealand Business Council for Sustainable Development. Material may be used with accreditation to the Business Council and ShapeNZ.

Climate change:
Thinking about climate change or global warming, due to the Greenhouse Effect, do you think it is...

	An urgent problem
	
	41%

	A problem now
	
	41%

	A problem for later
	
	6%

	Not a problem
	
	9%

	Don't know
	
	3%


The number who think it is a problem for now or urgent is up from 73% in November last year to 82%, while those who say it’s not a problem or problem for later have dropped from 25% in November to 15%.

Thinking about the ways New Zealand could respond to climate change, which general course would you prefer the country to follow?

	Become a global leader
	
	56%

	Move at the same pace as other countries
	
	31%

	Do a little but not worry too much about it
	
	7%

	Do as little as possible
	
	3%

	Don't know
	
	2%


Support for New Zealand becoming a global leader in responding to climate change is up from 54% in November to 56%, and support for the idea of moving at the same pace as other countries has slipped from 35% to 31%.

Do you believe New Zealand has more or fewer economic opportunities available as a result of climate change?

	More economic opportunities
	
	31%

	No difference
	
	35%

	Fewer economic opportunities
	
	17%

	Don't know
	
	17%


The Government has proposed an emissions trading system (to be phased in between 2008 and 2013), under which businesses which make emissions must buy carbon credits, and those which reduce emissions can sell carbon credits. Do you agree or disagree with this policy approach?

	Strongly agree
	
	14%

	Agree
	
	43%

	Disagree
	
	17%

	Strongly disagree
	
	12%

	Don't know
	
	13%


Support for the emissions trading scheme policy has firmed up from 46% in November to 57%.

Do you believe emissions trading, by putting a price on emissions, will encourage business emitters to reduce emissions?

	Yes
	
	48%

	No
	
	35%

	Don't know
	
	17%


Tax on high emission imports

A new world green house gas control agreement is now being discussed. Some countries which plan to reduce emissions are suggesting they may put a tax on imports from countries which do not place a cost of carbon on their emitters - to protect their businesses from unfair competition. Should New Zealand put a carbon tax on imports from countries not placing a carbon price on their emitters?

	Yes
	
	55%

	No
	
	21%

	Don't know
	
	23%


An emission trading scheme will put a price on carbon. This will increase costs for companies which use a lot of energy and have large emissions. Some supporters of emissions trading say this will encourage large emitters to reduce emissions. Some large emitters say it will make them uncompetitive and could cost investment and jobs.

Do you agree or disagree that large emitters should pay this new price on carbon?

	Strongly agree
	
	13%

	Agree
	
	51%

	Disagree
	
	15%

	Strongly disagree
	
	5%

	Don't know
	
	16%


If large emitters here face a price on carbon, but their overseas competitors do not, should the New Zealand emitters be given additional emission credits to protect them from overseas competitors?
	Yes
	
	64%

	No
	
	16%

	Don't know
	
	20%


If large emitters are assisted with special emission credit allocations, for how long should this assistance be given?
	A.
	N/A, they should not be given additional emission credit allocations
	
	21%

	B.
	Until 2012
	
	19%

	C.
	Until 2020
	
	13%

	D.
	Until 2025
	
	4%

	E.
	Until 2050
	
	2%

	F.
	Until other competitors pay a price for carbon
	
	36%

	G.
	Other (please specify)
	
	5%


Political management of climate change
Where 1 equals poor and 5 equals excellent, how do you rate the current Government’s management of climate change?
	1
	
	12%

	2
	
	23%

	3
	
	39%

	4
	
	16%

	5
	
	2%

	Don't know
	
	7%


Which of the two main political parties do you think would be best to manage climate change?

	Labour
	
	33%

	National
	
	32%

	Don't know
	
	35%


Which of the following coalition Government party combinations would be best to manage climate change?

	Labour and the Greens in the coalition
	
	33%

	National and the Greens in the coalition
	
	23%

	Labour with the Maori party in the coalition
	
	4%

	National with the Maori party in the coalition
	
	7%

	Don't know
	
	25%

	Other (please specify)
	
	8%


The Business Council runs the national online survey panel, ShapeNZ, to allow public input on major issues. The panel is built from purchased lists and is representative of the population as a whole, compared with the 2006 census. ShapeNZ members register and provide demographic and previous party vote information to ensure results can be accurately weighted to reflect the New Zealand population. Registration is also available at www.shapenz.org.nz.
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