22 July 2003

TOYOTA’S NEW ECO CAR

TO BE SOLD HERE

Toyota New Zealand has announced that its revolutionary hybrid-powered car, Prius, is to go on sale in New Zealand late this year.

Prius is powered by a petrol engine and an electric motor/generator.

TNZ product manager Spencer Morris said the new second-generation model was one of the cleanest and most fuel-efficient cars in the world.

“New Prius is improved in every way.  It is larger, more powerful and even more environmentally-friendly than the model it replaces.”

Emissions from the new model are nearly 30 per cent lower than those from the superseded model.    Exhaust emissions from new Prius are nearly 90 per cent less than those from a similar vehicle powered by a conventional internal combustion engine.

“There is 50 per cent more electric power available and this results in improved low-end torque from the drive motor and a significant boost in acceleration.

“Acceleration is similar to that achieved by the conventionally powered 2.4-litre Toyota Camry now on sale here,” said Spencer Morris.

He said the new model was more efficient than current fuel cell technology, achieving an optimum balance between performance, fuel consumption and minimal exhaust emissions.

Toyota first brought Prius to New Zealand for evaluation in 1999 and supplied one to the World Wide Fund for Nature as part of its long-standing support for the organization. 

The recommended retail price and the timing of its introduction are still to be determined.  
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